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SkETCH OF THE LIFE OF APOSTLE DAVID WW. PAT TEN. 


The great man of whom we write was 
born in the State uf New York in the 
year 1800. His parents were farmers 
and. earned their livelihood from tha 


products of the soil. 
David was industrious 
and energetic, possessed 
boay 

a. 

mind. Barly in 
manifested a 
interest in the 


great 

subject of religion, and 

was endowed ien such 
in God 


and during 
several 
ture events 22 re- 


Hie looked 
ons. 

for the restoration of 
the Goapel in its ancient 


— mpleteness and 
powe — Prelt that he 


would. live to see it. In 
he saw the 


he God : 
more faith. His a, 


John Patten, recei 
the previous to 


May, , and in that 
month wrote to his 
brother, Dav of the 
rise of the urch in 

the res- 
0 


that God — 
1585 and 2 
June as; 
ba is his brother, 
John, in 
Indiana. On the i7th.of 
same month he was 
ordained an Bilder by 
Elisha Groves, and sent on 


BY APOSTLE MATHIAS F. COWLEY. 


promised to obey the Gospel he would 
command them to arise and walk, and 
they did so, being instantly healed by the 
power of God. On this brief mission of 


— 


panions baptized several on the way. To 
the sick he taught faith in the ordinances 
of the Gospel, and where their hearts re- 
sponded, he commanded them in the 
name of the Lord to be 
healed, and it was done. 


Man e came long 
people faith to 
be healed. and their 
prayers were answe 
8 woman who bad been 


afflicted for nearly 


ears was instan h 
. — land Feb. 25th, 1833. The 


fp OF 
APOSVLE 


TEN 
80 


| CROOKES RIVER 
26% 1688. 


next month be was sent 
with other — g on a 
mission to the 


2 oF reached to the 
e. r — was 
8 a boisterous 


Brother Patten 
answered, In the e of 
the Lord I will do it.” He 
seized the disturber, car- 
ried him to the door and 
pitched him onto a wood 
pile. The saying went out 
that Patten’ had cast out 


one devil, soul ahd body. 


a mission 


with a Brother Wood to Michigan. He 
was mighty in faith, Many remarkable 
cases of healing occurred during this mis- 
sion. In many instances when the sick 
said they had faith to be healed and 


about three months they baptized sixteen 
persons. 

In October he went to Kirtland, where 
he spent a few weeks, and then started 
on hig second mission, this time going 
into eee Himself and com- 


They met with much 
and persecution 
in Or Jefferson coun- 
ork. Notwith- 
ding they raised up a 
2 of eighteen mem- 
te In he 
tized eig persons. 
When the Elders con- 
them the ‘Holy 

— came upon hem. 


and they 
tongues and prophesied. oe organ 


several branches during the — 
mer, numbering eighty members in 
all. Of the power of manifest 
through Elder Patten’s labors, he himself. 


| writes: The Lord did work with me 


& 
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THOUGH WE. AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, PREACH Ad =, 
; — PeL UNTO YOU THAN THAT WHICH — 
was the 4 
8 visio m 
the Lord. When 21 
years old he testified pel and advise the Saints | 
| of his He At Father Bosley’s,. in 
meeting. Brother Patten, 
being aroused with * 
told 
to be quiet or he would 
: put him out. The fellow ; 
5 said, “You can’t do it.“ 
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wonderfully, in signs and wonders fol- 
lowing them that believed in the fullness 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; insomuch 
that the deaf were made to hear, the 
blind to see, and the lame were made 
whole. Fevers, palsies, crooked and 
withered limbs, and in fact all manner 
of diseases common to the country, were 
healed by the power of God that was 
manifest through His servants.” He 
returned to Kirtland in the fall of 1833, 
worked one month on the temple, and 
then went te bis former place of residence 
in Michigan. From there he moved to 


Florence, O. He was sitk for some time, 


but being full of desire to labor for the 
salvation’ of hie fellow-beings, he con- 
secrated himself to the Lord _ began a 


messages to the Saints in Missouri. They 
arrived in Clay county March 4th, 1834, 
after a trying journey from cold and fa- 
tigue. He remained in Missouri until 
the arrival of Zion’s Camp. During these 
troubles a bitter enemy approached 
Brother 8 said, with a drawn 
bowie knife his hand, “You d— 
Mormon, I will cut your d— throat.“ 
Elder Patten looked him square in the 
- face, and putting his hand in his left 
breast pocket, said, My friend, do noth- 
ing rashly.” Brother Patten was un- 
armed, but the mobocrat was seized with 
fear and turned away, saying, “For God’s 
sake, don’t shoot.“ 

Sept. 12th, 1834, Elders Patten and 
Warren Parish started on a mission to 
Tennessee. In Henry county they la- 
bored about three months, baptizing 
twenty persons. The sick were healed 
in a remarkable way. One instance of 
importance was the case of Johnston F. 
Lane’s wife, who had been sick for eight 
years. Learning of the Elders and the 
faith they taught, they sent for them. 
Brother Patten preached to Mr. Lane‘ 
and his family that the power to be 
healed was given to those who had faith 
to receive it. Mrs. Lane believed, and 
Brother Patten laid his hands upon her, 
saying, “In the name of Jesus Christ I 
rebuke the disorder and command it to 
depart.” He also commanded her in the 
name of the Lord to arise, go forth and 
be bap which she did the same hour. 
After baptism and confirmation he told 
her she should gain in strength, and in 
less than a year become the mother of a 
son. She had been married twelve years, 
and had had no children. Nevertheless 
this prophecy was literally fulfilled, for 
within the year she bore a son, whom the 
parents named David Patten. 

Brother Patten returned to Kirtland 
in the winter of 1834-5. On Feb. 15th, 
1885, he was ordained one of the Twelve 
Apostles. On the first mission of the 
Twelve he traveled through New York, 
Canada, Vermont, Maine and other 
States, setting the branches in order, at- 
tending Conferences, etc. He returned 
to Kirtland in September, 1835. Soon 
after receiving his endowments in the 
Kirtland temple he went on another mis- 
sion to Tennessee. Here he found 
Brother Wilford Woodruff on a mission 
from Missouri. May 17th, 1835, Mar- 
garet Little was instantly healed, being 
at the point of death. She had covenant- 
ed to be baptized, but after being restored 
she Ser Aina Elder Patten told her the 


{sion a mob of about forty men, headed 


| took them into custody on a complaint of 


thren.| esied that Christ would come the second 


et with weapons you know not of; 


ed their mules; and by a circuitous route 


her very low. She begged them to ad- 
minister to her, promising that she would 
obey the Gospel. She was again instant- 
ly healed, and this time received the 
Gospel. They continued their labors 
against much persecution. On one occa- 
sion an armed mob fled before him, being 
seized with fear, though Brother Patten. 


him. A little later Warren Parrish ar- 
rived from Kirtland, and the three jour-. 


ever opportunity, afforded... The Spirit of 
the Lord wrought’ mightily with them, 
especially in healing the sick. The devil 
opposed them bitterly, and on one occa- 


by the Sheriff and a Methodist. priest, 


Matthew Williams, who . swore. to the 
complaint that these brethren had proph- 


time before this generation passed away, 
and that four individuals should receive 
the Holy Ghost within twenty-four 
hours.“ Upon examination, Elders Pat- 
ten and Parrish were placed under $2,000 
bonds to appear for trial June 22d. Darly 
on that date they appeared in court. The 
officers took from Brother Patten his 
walking stick and penknife. The court 
denied the prisoners the right to produce 
any witnesses on their side. The trial 
was a mockery. They were prohibited 
from saying anything in their own de- 
fense. Elder Patten bore the indignities 
until forbearance ceased to be a virtue, 
when he arose, filled with the Holy 
Ghost. The court and spectators were 
spellbound while he addressed them, re- 
buking the court sharply for their unjust 
proceedings, the judge having declared 
them guilty of the charge, and yet there 
was nothing in the charge conflicting with 
any law of God or man. 


Brother Parrish remarked afterwards 
that while Elder Patten was speaking, 
“My hair stood up straight on my head, 
for I expected to be killed.“ The Judge 
was astonished, and said, Tou must be 
armed with concealed weapons or you 
would not treat an armed court as you 
have, this.“ The Apostle replied,’ I ‘am 


nd my weapons are the Holy Priesthood 
and the power of God. God is my friend, 
and He permits you to exercise all the 
power you have, and He bestows on me 
all the power I have.” The court and 
mob.were defeated in their purposes and 
the prisoners released. The Sheriff ad- 
vi the brethren to leave at once, as 
their lives were in imminent danger from 
the mob. The Elders went to Brother 
Seth Utley’s, but eoon after the mob 
quarreled, many of them being exasperat- 
ed because the brethren were allowed to 
go. The mob were again in speedy pur- 
suit. The Elders, learning of this, mount- 


through the woads reached the house of 
Albert Petty, where they put up their 
mules and laid down to rest. They had 
only been ‘sleeping a short time when a 
heavenly messenger appeared to Elder 
Patten and told him that the mob would 
soon be at the house where they were 
sleeping. He awoke Brother Parrish, in- 
formed him of the danger, and they soon 
left. Shortly afterwards the mob reached 
Albert Petty’s, surrounded the house and 
demanded the Elders. Being informed 
they were not there, the house was 
searched. The mob remained until day- 
tight, when they tracked ‘the -brethren’s: 
animals to the county line, and turned 
back disappointed. 


had nothing but a walking stick: with 


neyed together from town to town in, 
Kentucky, preaching the Gospel wher- 


Elder Patten. accompanied by his wife. 
repaired to Far West, Missouri. He re- 
mained there until the spring of 1837, 
when he traveled and preached through 
the States until he came to Kirtland. It 
Was a season of great apostacy. His 
brother-in-law, Warren Parrish, had 
a tized; and Elder Patten, though 
faithful and true experienced 
great sorrow because of the apostacy of 
many of his brethren. He returned to 
Missouri, and Spe 10th; 1838, with 
Thomas B. Marsh, was appointed to pre- 
side over the Ohurch in Far West during 
the absence of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
While in this position he wrote an epistle 
and delivered his last testimony to the 
Church and the world 80 far as this mor- 
Samuel Bogart, a Methodist preacher, 
leading a. mob of seventy-five men, were 
committing outrages on- Log Oreek. They 
were destroying... property’ and taking 
prisoners. Apostle Patten and about sev- 


mob, and early the next morning encoun- 
tered them in battle. During the en- 
gagement Elder Patten was mortally 
wounded, though the mobbers were de- 
feated. Upon returning to Far West 
with the dead and wounded, Brother 
Pattens’ pain and suffering became so 
intense that he asked his brethren to 
leave him. He, with Brother Seeley, an- 
other of the wounded, were placed upon a 
litter and carried gently by kind and 
loving hands. They were met by Pres- 
idents Joseph and Hyrum Smith, Elder 
H. C. Kimball and others. Brother Patten 
became so distressed that they could con- 
vey him no further, and he was taken to 
the home of Brother Stephen Winches- 
ter, about three miles from Far West, 
where he expired in peace with a clear 
mind and a happy spirit, at 10 p.m. Oct. 
25th, 1838. Of his last moments Presi- 
dent Heber C. Kimball wrote: When 
the shades of time were lowering, and 
eternity with all its realities were open- 
ing to his view, he bore a strong test“ 
mony to the truth.of the work of the 


The principles of the Gospel, which were 
80 precious to him before, were honorably 
maintained in natures’ final hour, and 
afforded him that support and consola- 
tion at the time of his departure which 


Speaking of those who apostasized, he 
exclaimed, “Oh, that they were in my sit- 
uation; for I feel I have kept the faith: I 
have finished my course; henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown which the Lord, 
the Righteous Judge, shall give to me.“ 
Speaking to his beloved wife, who was 
present, and who attended him in his dy- 
ing moments, he said, Whatever you do 
else, do not deny the faith!” A few mo- 
ments before he died he prayed thus: 
„Father, I ask Thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ that Thou wouldst release my 
spirit and receive it unto Thyself.” The 
brethren committed him to the Lord, and 
he quietly breathed his last without a 
struggle or a groan. At the funeral, Oct. 
27th, 1838, the Propbet Joseph Smith, 
pointing to his lifeless body. said: 
“There lies a man who has done just as 
he said he would; he has laid down his 
life for his friends.“ David W. Patten 
was truly one of God's noblemen. He 
was faithful and true, and gave all that 
man could give, including his life, for 
the testimony of Jesus and the word of 
God. He belongs to that honored num- 
‘ber. that.the angel said to John upon the 
Tale of Patmos should be slain for the 
testimony of Jesus, before God would 
avenge the. blood. of those whom the 


affliction would come back if she.did not : 
repent. On their return they again found 


Concluding his mission in the South, 


Apostle saw under the altar. David W. 


tal! life is concerned. Oct. 24th, 1838. 


enty-five others went out to meet the 


Lord and the religion he had espoused. 


deprived death of its sting and horror. 
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| 
Lord said to him, Depart from your 
field of labor and go unto Kirtland,’ for ‘ 
behold I will send thee up to the land g 
Zion, and thou shalt serve thy bre 
obe ?Dũ-— 
He obeyed, and was immediately sent 
— — 
| 


and who took —_ of the laurels and 


E 
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Patten was the first Apostolle martyr of 
the dispensation of the fullness of times, 
and will be among the first fruits of the 
Resurrection of the Just. Joseph, the 
Prophet, wrote of him: Brother David 
W. Patten was a worthy man, beloved by 


all good men who knew him. He died as 


he had lived, a man of God, and strong 
in the faith of a glorious resurrection, in 
a world where mobs will have no power 
or place.“ 


AMERICA; 
f Or, The Land of Joseph. 


A. ARROWSMITH. 


This land of liberty and 22 
America, the home of 
downtrodden—the most orious and 
blest land in all the world will be the sub- 
ject of my hasty sketch. 

Ameri ucci, a Portuguese exp ; 
who follow in the wake of Columbus 


honors which rightfully belonged to Co- 
jumbus. He explored the coast of South 
America and made charts, in the year 
1 of the coast line, from the Orinoco 
to 
were published by a noted Florentine and 
Aes go was given credit for finding the 
mainland of the western continent. 
This land is called the new world, on 
| b e Caucasian race. „ however, 
containg the most ancient habitable spots 
arth. 
un the beginning God created the world. 
He divided the waters from 
The seas were gathered together in one 
place and the dry land was likewise unit- 
There were no continents.and divis- 
ions, such as we find today.. This divis- 
ion did not occur until 100 years after the 
ood, when we read in Gen. 10:25 that 
a days of Peleg the earth was di- 


Prior to this great division, the earth 
had enjoyed a paradisical state: Eden's 
trees had bloomed and the tree of life 
and of knowledge of good and evil had 
blossomed, and borne fruit. Adam and 
Eve in their walks in this beautiful spot 
had enjoyed this felicious state of un- 
alloyed bliss and happiness, in connection 
with all the immortal animals and crea- 
tures of They thus worshipped and 
praised their Maker, in purity and har- 
mony, walking and talking with Him in 


garden. 
God had made His work perfect and 
He pronounced it good. We must not 


forget that the first chapter of Genesis 


deals strictly in a, spiritual creation and 
that all the creations of God, which have 
life, from the smallest animalculae to the 
largest mastadon in the animal kingdom; 
from the weakest blade of grass to the 
giant tree, in the vegetable kingdom; in- 
cluding the lowest forms of life to the 
highest development, man, all have their 
spiritual entities, and are dual beings, be- 
ing in their spheres, as spiritual and tem- 


poral entities, living souls. 


These immortal living souls came upon 
the earth in the nning and were com- 
manded to multiply a replenish the 
earth. the earth = 
not appear. pitious for the propagation 
of and the earth 
must necessarily fall. Man's ageney must 
not be tampered with and a law was giv- 
en with a penalty affixed for an infraction 
of that law. 

The tree of knowledge of good and evil 
was forbidden our first parents, and the 
command sent forth that in the day the 
fruit was eaten death would enter in the 
world. particular tree appears to 
have had great prominence in the beaunti- 
and was desirable to look up- 

the fall was brought about 


ten 
the plan of salvation. 5 
The cupidity of Eve was aroused and 


e oppressed and 


Amazon rivers. His expeditions 


the land. 


‘the fruit, appearing beautiful and lus- | 
cious, she 


artook, and fell. In order’ 
that man might be and that — * oses 
of God might not be frustrat dam 
also fell. 
Adam and Eve were the first flesh o 
the earth. When they fell; all ereation 
fell. Immortality ceased and death 
reigned. The earth was cursed and sub- 


ject to the devil, its environment was 
changed and grad ually from a state of 


disorder, 


peace and blessedness, turmoil, 
Thorns, 


strife and bloodshed was felt. 


| thistles, briars, obnoxious weeds and par- 


asites which would burden, afflict and tor-. 
ment man came forth. Animals became 
wild and vicious and man became wicked 


and an abomination in ‘the sight of the 
‘Creator. 


Eden was vacated, the sons of Adam 
scattered and the earth became densely 
populated. 

gave His children the laws of His 
everlasting gospel and taught them how 
they again could regain His presence. He 
instructed them in the laws of. sacrifice, 
that they might look forward to the time 
when His Son_would fully atone for the 
fall, through His expiation on the cross, 
on Calvary. | 

Man was driven forth from the garden, 
to eat his bread by the sweat of his face 
and grapple with the stern realities of life 
in all its phases. 

Eden has been pictured on the banks 
of the River Euphrates, near its head- 
waters, in Persia. 

Sectarianism, among its many follies, 
believes that the antedeluvians and all 
things scriptural originated in what they 
are plea to call the “old world,” and 
that all the works of God were confined 
to the neighborhood of Palestine. The 
people of the world, generally, does not 
consider the division of the earth which 
occurred after the flood. This division 
of the earth did not take place for over 
2,000 years after the fall of man. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith, in the face 
of the profound learning of this enlight- 
ened age, boldly states that Eden was 
located in the western part of the state 
of Missouri. 

That Adam built his altar and offe 
sacrifice there. That Enoch and his city, 
with Noah and the righteous antedelu- 
vians, were located in the land of Zion, 
America. | 

Instead of this country, then, being the 
new world,“ it is the “old world,” and 
the most ancient inhabited spot that we 
have any record of. We finally read of 


‘the antedeluvians becoming very wicked 
‘and corrupt, and the Creator chose to de- 


strey them from off the earth. The earth 
with all its inhabitants were baptized, or 


buried beneath the waters of the deluge, 


save Noah and his family, with the va- 
rious animals, in the ark, all were lost. 
The ark was driven over to the eastern 


hemisphere and rested on Mount Ararat. 


From henceforth the record of scri 

ture, as contained in “the Bible,” deals 
wholly with the eastern hemisphere and 
almost entirely in the neighborhood of 
Palestine. 
The division as spoken of in that one 
little verse in Genesis, must have been a 
tremendous upheaval of nature. The vast 
gulf which forms the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans, changing the face of the whole 


earth, forming the valleys and the moun- 


tains. It must have been a wonderful 
transformation. 

This vast continent, America, had been 
submerged in the flood, and all land an- 
mals been drowned. It laid in solitude 
and lonely security until the confusion of 
tongues, at Babel, when it was peopled, 
by the Jaredites. 

In the confusion of tongues, which oc- 
curred at the building of the tower, at 


Babel or Babylon, there was a God-fear- 


ing and righteous man, named Morian- 
cumhr. This man had a brother named 
Jared, who also was faithful and true to 
God. On account of their faith, their 
language was retained and preserved and 
promised 


from the strife and confusion of Babylon. 


He told them of a land of promise, re- 


served for the righteous, ordained to lib- 


ed and his brother should 


them an inheritance, far | 


truth ‘and justice; where demd-— 
gogues, despots and kingly tyranny would 
not thrive... . 

About 125 years after the flood, a mall 
colony of tes settled in what is now 
called North Anierica. These people mul- 
be. 2s and grew, until they covered the 
vv 


ole land. 

—.— und red — — 
upwards. of ed years, 
during this time millions upon millions of 
souls had peopled the land, which had 
been covered with inhabitants from ocean 
to ocean. - Great civil wars and factional 
disturbances dessimated this race and 
God decreed that the descendants of Jar- 
be wiped from 
the earth. .They had lost the faith of 
their fathers and had become very wicked 
aad were exterminated about the year 600 


A decade before the invasion of Jeru- 
salem by Nebuchadnezzar, warned 
the inhabitants of Judea of their over- 
throw and their destruction, if they did 
not repent. The 2 eremiah and 

hi, proclaimed their downfall and cap- 
tivity and for their trouble were sco 
and driven from the city. 

Lehi was warned through vision and 
dream to flee from the land of Judea, and 
he with his family journeyed in the wil- 
derness some twelve years, along the 
shores of the sea, in Arabia. . This 
small colony was finally instructed in 
the art of shipbuilding, and constructed 
seaworthy vessels. They embarked from 
the shores of Arabia, and going eastward 
finally landed on the western coast of 
Chili, in South America. | . 

Still another colony, led by Mulek, 4 
son of King Zedekiah, came to this land. 
years these colonies mingled to- 
gether. | 

Among the sons of I we find two 
leaders. The elder, nam nan and 
the younger named Nephi. Laman was a 
rebellious and wicked man; who would 
not heed the counsels of He, with 
his faction, called the Lamanites, were 
in constant warfare 1 the principles 
of righteousness, and in consequence God ; 
cursed them with dark skins. ee 
_Nephi, on the other hand, was favored 
of the Lord, was obedient to His instruc- 
tions, and was a mighty prophet in the 
land. His followers were called the Ne- 


ites. 
The history of these people is hic- 
* portrayed in the “Book of 3 
ike the Jaredites, who fell, the Ne- 
hites became proud, haughty, filled with 
igotry and intolerance, and were also 
exterminated about the year 400 A. DP. 
The remnants left in the land were the 
descendants of the Lamanites—the In- 
dians—who continued their tribal wars | 
until recent years. 
(To be Continued.) : 


Without Shuffling or Evasion. 

From Fennimore Cooper and other au- 
thorities we have gained the impression. 
that the Indian is a stolid, severe indi- 
vidual, with no sense of the white man’s 
humor, but one red brother showed him- 
self quite a civilized joker the other day 
in the United States court. He was on 
the stand in a hotly contested case, and 
Attorney D. R. Bailey, of Sioux Falls, 
was after him in the most approved fash- 
ion of cross-examination. Finally, after 
apparently frightening the Indian with 
the awful consequences which would fol- 
low the slightest deviation from the truth, 
Mr. Bailey took his most portentious tone - 
and solemn manner and demanded: | 

Now, sir, I want you to tell me the 
exact truth, without any shuffling or eva- 
sion. I want you to look me square in 
the eye and tell me how you get your liv- 
ing, sir.“ | 

The Indian looked straight at Mr. Bai- 
ley and, with that imperturbable air fa- : 
miliar to all acquainted with the red men, 
simply said, Eat.“ 

The court room roared, even Judge Car- 
land smiled and Mr. Bailey let the wit- 


ness go.—St. Paul Pioneer Press. 
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the same privilege, let them worship how, where, or what 


Enemies are to man what projecting 
rocks of the sea are to ships. With a 
ship, the rock hides itself by the covering 
of the waves, but once too close, the ves- 
sel meets with destruction. So it is with 
an enemy: He is always dangerous to 
man, the projecting rock of the water is 
like his anger, and his sea of deceitfulness 
hides his intentions. When an opportu- 
nity permits the man to encounter his 
wrath, the life of the enemy is in dan- 
ger. 


Prof. N. of the Brigham 
Young Academy, Provo, Utah, writes a 
very nice letter to The Star. Of course 
we know that it would appear egotistical 
on our part if we were to quote that por- 
tion of his letter which reads as follows: 
“I shall read the copy (Star) coming to 
the Academy. It is an unusually vigor- 
ous and creditable paper. Success to 
you,” therefore we will desist from pub- 
lishing any further commendable clauses 
he may have inserted. 


THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. 
The fruit of the Gospel is the spiritual 


life, which enables man to commune with 
| his God, and enjoy the blessings of heav- 


en. Rob the individual of this divine 


| gift, and you take from him the means 


appointed whereby he may become per- 


‘fect even as our Father in Heaven is per- 


fect, which is the ultimatum of man’s 
righteous ambition. 

The spiritual life of man is that which 
blends with the heavenly and eternal, and 
tends to make of man an exalted being in 
the glory of his Lord. Devoid of spiritual 
life we are destitute of hope beyond the 
grave, and of faith in the promises of God. 
Blessed with this divine nature, we are 
ofttimes lifted out of this present evil 
world with its vice and sin and made to 
behold with enraptured vision the beau- 
ties of the eternal kingdom, and to feel 


the sweet joy of the spirit’s pervading in- 


spiring presence. 

Man is a dual being—physical and spir- 
itual. His physical body is derived from 
his parents on earth; his spiritual entity 
came down from Him who reigns on high, 
the offspring of God, whom we are per- 
mitted to address as our Father. It is 
man’s privilege to become perfect even as 
his Father in heaven is perfect. He may 
so order his life as to make this his glo- 
rious destiny, or he may pursue evil and 
sink into sin until he is shut out from 
the presence of God to languish in chains 
of darkness, woe and misery. 

The Gospel is the means through which 
mankind may be saved from the woes of 
damnation. It is so ordained and de- 
creed of God as to be comprehensive and 
essential for the betterment of both the 
physical and spiritual entity of man. 

Now the spiritual life of man is given 
an additional grace to aid in the work of 
exaltation and advancement toward the 
goal of perfection. This additional bene- 
factor is the holy Comforter of promise— 
the Spirit of Truth. This Comforter 
dwells in the love of God, and reaches out 
for all that is good and holy. It gives an- 
imation and stimulus to the spiritual life, 
and unites, harmonizes and beautifies the 
souls of men; it is not staked by narrow 
limits, neither is it circumscribed by the 
will of man; it is bound by no sect or un- 
inspired opinion, but it reaches out, and 
its effects are everlasting and eternal, for 
it deals with Deity, and things divine. 

Some one has very truthfully exp 
the presence of the genuine spiritual life 
in these words: There is a spirit which 
I feel, that delights to do no evil. nor to 
revenge any wrong, but to endure all 
things, hoping to enjoy its own in the 
end. Its hope is to outlive all wrath and 
contention. As it bears no evil, so it con- 
ceives none in thought to any other. Its 
ground and spring are the mercies of God, 
its crown is meekness, its life is everlast- 
ing love unfeigned.” It is the spiritual 
life which causes man to love his fellow- 
brother, and even his enemies. Tes. it 

ves to man a sweet. peaceable influ- 

ce, by the au of which he is enabled to 
suffer injustice and wrong without re- 
sentment or vindictiveness. This makes 
the true Christian, the worthy follower of 
the Lamb, the obedient child ot God. 

The exhibition of these divine attrib- 
utes and Christ-like traits are seen as 
striking characteristics of the true Chris- 
tian. One may know the true son or 
daughter of God, by the manifestation of 
the blessed fruits of spiritual life. It is 
not necessary for the Christian man or 
woman to wear a badge conspicuous to 
the natural eye, but the act of doing good, | am 
shunning evil. and obeying God are sure 
of the spiritual life. 


OAK HILL BRANCH. | 


As many of our Elders have been par- 
takers of the generous hospitality of the 
good citizens of Oak Hill, Rhea county, 
Tenn., a word from that point will no 
doubt be of some interest to the readers 
of the sunny Twinkler.“ The Branch 
of the Church in that locality is steadily 
growing and its numbers gradually in- 

notwi ding the assaults of 
the enemy in his vile attacks to impede 
the progress of God’s work. 155 

We do not believe that God ever plant- 
ed a vineyard to die and pérish.. No, 
through the faithfulness of its members, 
it is destined to grow and become mighty, 
being productive of rich fruits and heav- 
enly gifts. With Brothers Madaris and 
N. L. Brown at the head, we see for this 
branch a glorious future and a triumphant 
end. The Sunday school is growing, and 
the Elders who have journeyed through 
Rhea county years ago, would feel to re- 
joice and praise God if they could only 
step into the Grassy Branch Church some 
Sunday morning about 10 o’clock and 
hear the sweet voices of little children 
and grown people singing, “In Our Lovely 
Deseret,” “Beautiful Zion,” and “Hail to 
the Prophets,” ‘etc. 

With love and good will for all they 
make a “Lovely Deseret” in this sunny 
southern land. Life is what we make it; 
the good folks of Oak Hill and Grassy 
Branch make life pleasant, sweet and 
wholesome for all who come their way. 


Brother N. L. Brown has charge of the 
Sunday school work, and is assisted by 
a corps of able teachers, with Sister Nan- 
nie Bowyer as secretary. Miss Delia 
Travis, the former secretary, has been 
quite ill with fever, but we are pleased 
to announce that she is now on the im- 
prove. May God bless the good folks of 
Oak Hill and Grassy Branch, and may 
His Holy Spirit abide with those who are 
sick and afflicted to comfort, cheer and 
raise them up. D. H. E. 


4 


ELDER JOS. A. WILLIAMS. 


Elder Joseph Williams, of Salt Lake 
City, passed through Chattanooga en 
route to the bedside of his brother, Gil- 
bert M. Williams, who lies dangerously 
ill with fever at Hampstead, Pender 
county, N. C. Elder Williams will be 
remembered by many honest souls in the 
old North State, who owe their knowl- 
edge of God’s revealed truths, in a great 
measure, to his indefatigable and ener- 
getic labors for the Master's cause. El- 
der Williams did not have much time to 
spend here, as he was etxremely anxious 
to reach his brother, and be in his pres- 
ence, but during his brief visit his com- 
pany and congeniality was certainly en- 
joyed and appreciated. We trust that 
he will find his brother and our beloved 
co-laborer convalescent, and that the Lord 
will bless him on his journey, and return 
the twain to the home of a loving father, 
who anxiously and longingly awaits their 
arrival. Elder Josepn A. Williams spent 
some thirty months in North Carolina 
and was the pioneer ider in Pender 
county, where his brother now languishes. 
The fruits of his labors there are the 
conversion of many honest gouls, the es 
tablishment of one of the largest branches 
in the South, and the organization of a 
thriving, growing Sunday school. 

The people of Hampstead and vicinit; 
have been very kind and exceedingly good 
to the Biders, and we know that for so 
doing the Lord will abundantly bless and 

ply reward them. 

inder Gilbert Williams, who is af- 
flicted with illness, has our faith 
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"CHRISTIAN METHODS. 


tama ‘another page age of: this week’s Star 
will be found a sad story of the 
death and burial of ea little boy. All 
deaths are sad, more or less, but the in- 
cident of this special case here referred 
to, becomes all the more sad and distress- 
ing when we understand the conditions 
under which the innocent one was buried. 
Its parents live in Yazoo county, Miss., 
from which county in 98 the Eiders of 
the Mississippi Conference were forced to 
leave, being ordered to “get out, by an 
armed mob of two hundred men (?). 
They sought refuge in the state capital— | P 
Jackson—where .they ‘might convene in 
conference capacity, without molestation 
‘or wicked assaults from American Boxers, 
whose deadly weapons of cowardly oppo- 
sition were shotguns,. clubs, rifles and re- 
volvers. 

A Christian minister of that commu- 
nity, an individual who posed before the 
gullible as a professed “Truth Reflector,” 
was for two whole days and the major por- 
tion of two nights in the saddle, engaged 
‘in the very Christ-like business of hunt- 
ing up men whose morbid, ignorant minds 
were diseased, like his own, with bigotry, 
to form a mob to drive out the Mormon 
Elders. This self-same, would-be tyrant, 
when questioned as to his conduct, very 
politely stated in one of the public prints 
that he considered any and every weapon 
justifiable when wielded in opposition to 
Mormonism. The man's calibre, his 
make-up, his love for his fellow-brethren, 
for American principles of freedom, or 
constitutional rights of liberty, can be 
readily perceived from his despotic ac- 
tions, and evil designs. 

Since the day of the Elders’ expulsion, 


in 1898, until the present time, they have 


been forbidden’ by lawless mobocrats to 
preach or even visit the good people of 
that community, upon. peril of personal 
danger of bodily injury, or 
‘slaughter of human life. The sadness and 
depression of the bereaved parents can 
be understood, from that portion of the 


father’s letter which says, “it is hard to: 
ved | nal hostility against every form of tyr- 


live in a Christian land and be depri 
of the blessed privilege of having one of 
your Eiders present. that he might con- 
sole our hearts with the good word of 
Eternal Life, and pray over the grave of 
our departed little one, as a last respect 
to his remains. We won’t even have a 
prayer at his grave. God help these peo- 
ple to see where they stand.” 

Such a sad scene as the above might 
‘well cause the people of Mississippi to 
blush’ with shame, and look with con- 
tempt upon the lawlessness and cruel. op- 
pression of those who would deprive the 
honest in heart from hearing the truth, 
and the bereaved mourner from being 
~ comforted by the consoling word of the 

Lord. Think on this, ye who would en- 
list your efforts to impede the progress of 
God’s eternal work, or banish the Mor- 
mon Elder from your midst: yea, and 
hide your crimsoned cheeks in disgrace be- 
cause of such outlandish savagery! Here 


cas a sweet, dear little innocent boy, the 


loving son of goodly parents, laid to rest 
in the cold grave, without a prayer, a 
hvmn or a benediction. No funeral note 
of consolation for the bereaved; no word 
of comfort for the mourner. A chilly si- 
-Jence; a troubled stillness reigns supreme: 


a candidate for senator; 


alf, the parents grieve and mourn alone. 


Why such a solemn occasion, without a 


word of condolence, or a strain of en- 


couragement and hopeful relief? The an- 
swer is readily given: The Elders had 


been compelled to leave, and though the 
parents requested their consoling com- 


pany, ‘brute force debarred their entrance, 


and they were forbidden to return. 8o0 
| far as the little one is concerned, we know | 


he is secure in the arms of God’s loving 
mercy; redeemed and wholly sanctified 
through Christ’s atoning sacrifice, for, 


“As in Adam all die, even so in 


shall all be made alive.” 

At the time of this mobbing some of the 
state officials of Mississippi were appealed 
to for redress and protection, but they 
were “too busy” with campaign affairs, 
and too anxious for another feast at the 
public crib, for election day drew ‘near, 
to heed the cry of the innocent or. give 
ear to the just complaints of the op- 

pressed. When Mississippi's 
giant-like Governor sent his message. to 
the legislature, he betrayed the Hercu- 
lean stremgth of his Christian weakness, 
in petitioning that honorable body to en- 
act laws and legislate against the Mor- 
mon people. Why did he do this? To 
gain political power and the support of 
the public, we reply. He was at that time 
the office he 
sought was his theme and glory, the Mor- 
mon people the subject of his spleen and 
hatred. He stands today in the upper 
house, and we would like to know if a 
man who is not loyal to the nation’s con- 
stitution when in the state as Governor, 
will be apt to be true to that God-inspired 
document in congress as a senator? Is 


such a one fit to be a law maker unto the 


most enlightened people upon the face of 
the earth, or to keep sacred and inviolate 


the holy laws already established? How. 


very honorable indeed; how exceedingly 
just; how superabundantly loving must 
be that noble defender of the constitu- 
tion! Not satisfied with the lawless op- 
pression of the Latter-day Saints, he 
would make their persecution legal, and 
their evil oppressors law-abiding citizens. 
Does the junior senator from Mississippi 
remember one named Thomas Jefferson, 
a patriot of 76, who wrote a document 
called the Declaration of Independence? 
Does he have just a faint recollection of 
the: father of his party and founder of 
democracy? then listen to his words: “I 
have sworn upon the altar of God, eter- 


anny over the mind of men.” Read. 
mark, learn, inwardly digest and straight- 
way adopt and practice this good old 
maxim. 

What 3 our Protestant brethren of 
Utah think if they were banished from a 
community in that state by the Mormons, 
even as our Elders were expelled by pro- 
fessed Christians from Yazoo county, 
Miss. ? 

Surpose some of their members in Utah 
should desire their presence at a funeral 
of a loved one and they be prohibited and 
forbidden to attend the same, what would 
be the result? A howl, a wail, a cry of 
pain would be reverberated from one end 


‘of the continent to the other, and gov- 


ernors, senators, representatives and mas- 
istrates would throw up their hands in 
holy horror, exclaiming, “Awful. horri- 
ble, un-Christian, barbaric!” Popular 


opinion, public favor, and national sym- | 


pathy would be at once extended to the 
exiles: but oh! how very. different when 
that which the world. calls “Mormonism” 
is being abused and its missionaries ex- 
ned! The drama is changed. the enrtains 


of public sympathy are drawn aside, and 


the whole programme entirely reversed. 


States Mission were numbered among the 
Rough Riders. There were “Mormon I- 
ders” in Cuba and the Philippines. Re- 
turning, from missions, when the call for 
volunteers was sounded, our Diders threw 
aside the ministerial’ garb, and missionary 
grip, to put on the blue uniform and sol- 
dier’s knapsack and fight for Uncle Sam! 
They stand ready to defend the: rights. of 
the American citizen from the onslaught 
of the heathen Chinee; yea, willing to 
| face the shot and shel] that Christian min- 
isters may be protected from the savage 
Boxer; and yet, eighty per cent. of the 
| mobs congregated to do our Elders.injury — 
and vidlence have been led and instigated 
by those who claim to follow Jesus, to 
preach His word, ministers of the Gospel. 
so-called. These are startling figures. yet 
they are true and reliable nevertheless! 
What would the leaders of our country 
think should they read the above? Yea, 
what would Bryan and McKinley think 
about these things? Would they feel jus- 
tified in spending millions to protect a 
Methodist in China and still wink at the 
lack of liberty at home? Would they feel 
proud of the boasted state of Mississippi? 
Would they hate the heathen Chinee, 
while they. break bread and partake of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper with the 
American Boxer? We think they would 
hear the still, small voice of a departed 
true blue American repeating: 


Oh, the Star Spangled Banner 
ober, the — the free and the home of 
; Ben. E. Rich. 
THE DEAD. : 


Little Fred Martin, the sweet. loving 
son of Brother J. J. Martin, of Mechan- 
icsburg, Yazoo county. Miss., 
peacefully away from this life of mortal 
‘probation on the afternoon of August 28. 
1900, after an illness of but twelve hours’ 
duration. It was a sad day for the be- 
loved parents, all the more so because it 
was not possible for the Diders to be 
present, that they might console and buoy 
up their sorrowing hearts. Cruel op- 
pression was the of their absence; 
they are forbidden to enter the county, 
or visit the people. We feel to extend our 
tender sympathy and loving affection for 
the bereaved parents. They desired the 
presence of the Elders, but it was not pos- 
sible for them to attend. May the Father 
of all mercies bless, guide, comfort and 


console them. 


Since making up the subject matter for 
this week’s Star we have received the sad 
news of the death of another of ,Brother 
Martin's little children, who was born 
Oct. 10, 1893, and died Aug. 30, 1900. 
May the sweet influence of God’s Holy 
Spirit abide in the hearts and homes of 


the sorrowing parents. 


Twilight is like death; the dark seins 
of night comes upon us, to open again in 
the glorious morning of immortality.— 
James Ellis. 

Vice ia a of 


As to be ed needs but to be seen: 
Tet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 


We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 


| 
Consider the end of such injustice and : 
rank oppression. Justice will some day : 
claim His own, and every man rewarded , 
according to his works. 
If it be lawful and just to send an army ' 
| to foreign shores that American citizens 
| might betprotected from those who would : 
ere them, is it not just as legal to de- | 
fend the rights of American citizens in 
fees our own home-land, from religious bigots 
and hireling fanatics?. Some of our. El- 
ders who now labor in the Southern 
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DISCOURSE DELIVERED BY APOSTLE A. O. WOODRUFF | 


IN THE TABERNACLE AT SALT LAKE CITY, APRIL 7, 1900. 


My brothers and sisters, I trust that I 
may have your support and the blessings 
of God to guide me in my utterances here 
this afternoon. I have no other desire in 
standing before you than to give you that 
which the Lord may reveal unto me, and 
I desire to so live that whenever I am 
called upon to occupy a positionsef this 
kind, the Lord may be pleased to favor 
me with His Holy Spirit, that I may not 
be left to depend upon the wisdom of 
man. 

I have a desire this afternoon to say 
some words that may be stimulating and 
encouraging to those who hold the Priest- 
hood, especially to those who are acting 
in the Lesser Priesthood. President 
Snow has gone among the people and 
discharged the duties which our Heaven- 


ly Father has . him to perform, and 
after doing s0, unloads a great degree 


of this responsibility upon the shoulders 


of the Priesthood in all its organisations. 
I know there is not that activity among 


many quorums of the Priesthood that 
there ought to be; and while it is true the 
Latter-day Sants during the past year 
have done exceedingly well in the pay- 
ment of their tithes, they have not done 
as well as they would have done had the 
Teachers, and Priests and the Elders in 
Israel performed their duties as faith- 
fully as President Snow has discharged 
his. True, most men who hold these po- 
sitions are younger men than President 
Snow, but i regret to have to acknowl- 
edge that they have not been as diligent 
throughout the different Stakes and 
wards of Zion in regard to this message, 
which the Prophet of the Lord has given 
to the people, as they should have been. 
While visiting a Stake a short time ago, 
I learned by questioning the High Coun- 
eil, that some of them had not been vis- 
ited by their Teachers for years; and 
while that Stake had increased about 50 
per cent. in the payment of their tithes 
during the past year. I thought to myself, 
what a showing they might have made, 
if the Priesthood in all its departments 
had been active and faithful. = 

In order that I might bring before you 
what I desire, I will read a portion of 
the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians: 

“For by one spirit we are all baptized 
unto one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentfles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have all been made to drink into one 
spirit; 

“For the body is not one member but 


many. | 

„If the foot shall say, because I am not 
the hand, I am not the body; is it there- 
fore not of the body. 

“And if the ear shall say, because I am 
not the eye I am not of the body; is it 
not therefore not of the body? 

“If the whole body were an eye, where 
were the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where were the smelling? 

“But now hath the Lord set the mem- 
bers every one of them in the body, as it 
has pleased him. 

“And if they were all one member, 
where were the body? 

„And now are they many members, yet 
but one hody. | 

“And the eye cannot say unto the hand, 
I have no need of thee; nor again, the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you. 

- “Nay, much more, those members of 
the body; which seem to be more feeble, 
are necessary: 

„And those members of the body, which 
we think to be less honorable, upon these 
we bestow more abundant honor; and 

| 


— — 


which Christ has established and 


our uncomely parts have more abundant 
“For our comely parts have no need; 


but God hath tempered the body to- 


gether, having given more abundant 
honor to that part which lacked. 

“That there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should have 
the same care one for another. 


“And whether one member suffer, all 


the members suffer with it; or one mem- 
ber be honored, all the members rejoice 
with it. 

“Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular. : 

“And God hath set some in the Church; 
first, Apostles; secondarily, Prophets; 
thirdly, Teachers; after that miracles; 
then gifts of healing, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues. 8 

“Are all Apostles? are all Prophets? 
are all teachers? are all workers of mir- 
acles? 3 

“Have all the gifts of healing? do all 
speak with tongues? do all interpret? 

“But covet earnestiv the best gifts; 
and yet shew I unto you a more excellent 
wey 

The Church of Christ was referred to 
here yesterday and compared to a man 
70 years of age. The Apostle Paul also 
in his beantiful figure compared the 
Church of Christ to the body of a man. 
I wish to say a few words regarding this 
figure which has been used. I have asked 
myself, what is the greatest cause for 
the difference between the Church of 
Christ and the churches that have been 
established by man, for there are many 
forms of religion, some patterning closely 
after the one founded by our Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ. And I have thought, 
is it not because these different bodies 
have not the Spirit? I compared this 
spirit to the Priesthood of the Son of 
God, and concluded in my own mind that 
this was the greatest cause of the differ- 
ence which exists between the ae 
the 
churches which have been established by 
man. When the Prophet Joseph inquired 
of the Lord regarding the divinity of the 
different denominations that then existed 
upon the earth, and many of which exist 
today, he was told that they had a form 
of godliness, but denied the power there- 
of; that they drew near unto the Lord 
with their lips, but their hearts were far 
from Him. I thought to myself what a 
comparison there was between the true 
Church of God, with the Priesthood and 
Spirit to enliven it, and the dead forms 
of religion, as they have been instituted 
by men. We might carry this compari- 
son a little farther, and take the skeleton 
of this body, the organization of the 
Church of Christ, animated by the Spirit 
and Priesthood of God, and in connection 
with this skeleton we have the sinews, 


the helps in government, the muscles, the 


nerve system and the circulation of the 
blood from the heart into all parts of the 
body. And just as it is impossible for a 
human body to exist without the spirit, 
so is it impossible for the Church of 
Christ to exist without the Priesthood of 
the Son of God. Just as it is impossible 
for a body to be complete without the 
brain, the heart and the other organs of 
the system, so would it be impossible for 
the Church of Christ to exist in perfec- 


tion without the «Presidency, the Apos- 


tles, the Seventies, the High Priests, 
the Elders, the Priests, Teachers 
and Deacons. All of have 
their special work to pefform, just 


| to the active 


‘| as the organs of the human system have 


‘their particular part to do. I compared 
the circulation of the blood in the body 
Priesthood, which goes 
about the whole body of the Church, im- 
parting life and vigor and setting in or- 
der all of the parts that may be out of 
place. Whenever a member becomes in- 
jured, the blood assists in building it up. 
So with the workings of the Presthood 
of the Son of God, in the great body 
which Christ has established. . | 


I believe that every organization of the 
Priesthood is just“ as important and vital 
to the Church of Christ as every organ 
is to the human system; and in Stakes 


or wards where the Deacons, the Teach- 


ers, the Priests and the Elders have noth- 
‘ing to do, there will be a stagnation of 
blood. Our people have suffered the mal- 
ady in neglecting to pay their tithes, but 
now this Priesthood is getting to work, 
this blood is ciruclating more freely, and 
‘directing its attention especially in the 
direction of curing the body of this par- 
ticular malady. The Priesthood has la- 
‘bored energetically, but not as much so 
as we should have done. Think of what 
a beautiful body this would be if every 
quorum was active; if the blood circulat- 
ed through every part of the system, and 
if every part was renovated and cleansed, 
so that it might be in a perfect state of 
health. God help us that we may he able 
to get this body, the Church of Christ, 
into this desirable condition; that the list 
containing thousands of names of persons 
who ought to be tithe-payers and are not, 
may be wiped out. I believe that one of 
the most practical ways of bringing 
about this condition is for the Presidents 


of Stakes, Bishops of wards and the 


Presidents of quorums to see to it that 
they discharge their part of this respon- 
sibility. It is not expected that President 
Snow will be able to reach all parts of 
the body, and be able personally to regu- 
late and renovate the body of Christ, but 
there are members of the body that have 
been chosen to do this work, and if they 
do not do it, that condition which we de- 
sire will not exist. 


I hope, my brethren and sisters, that 
President Snow shall live to see the de- 
sires of his heart granted unto him. 1 
pray for this and labor for it among the 
brethren in the Stakes where I go, 80 
that confidence in the Church of Christ. 
in regard to financial affairs may be 
maintained. The Church is now upon a 
good financial basis; but we ought not to 
cease our labors as soon as we hear good 
news. We ought not to run well for 
awhile, and then tire out just when. our 
assistance is most needed. It has taken | 
considerable labor on the part of the 
Priesthood to stir the people up to a real- 
ization of their condition and their neg- 
ligence in regard to the payment of tith- 


ing, and it will take a continual labor on 
our part to keep the people awakened to 


these things. Strange that we always 
have to be labored with in order to get 
us to do right; nevertheless we have to 
be labored with and we have to labor 
with each other that we may keep. alive 
in the Church of Christ: If we are not 
brought in.contact with this Priesthood 


and its workings we soon die out. just 


like a member of the human body would 
die out if the blood did not circulate to 
that part. Thus it is very necessary that 
the brethren who hold the Priesthood and 
the sisters who are engaged in the differ- 
‘ent organizations of the Church should 
carry their responsibility and feel that 
there is an individual ‘responsibility con- 


nected with this work which rests upon 


them, and that God will not justify them 


A ‘ 
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if they do not discharge their duties in 
their separate callings. 

I wish to read, for the benefit of those 
who hold the Priesthood, from the third 
chapter of Ezekiel, beginning at the sev- 
enteenth verse: 

“Son of Man, I have made thee a 
watchman unto the house cf Israel, 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give trem warning from me. 

“When I say unto the wicked, Thou 
shalt sunaly die; and thou givest him not | 
warnirg, nor speakest to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to save his life; the 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity: 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
et ff thou warn the wicked, and he 

turn not from his wickedness, nor from 
his wicked way, he shall die in his 
iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

“Again, when a righteous man doth 
turn from his righteousness, and commit 
iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block be- 
fore him, he shall die; because thou hast 
not given him warning, he shall die in his 
sin, and his righteousness which he hath 
done shall not be remembered; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand..“ 

This, my brethren and sisters, my be 
applied to those of us who have received 
the Priesthood of the Son of God. We 
have not received it through man. The | 
leaders of this dispensation received it 
from Peter, James and John and John 
the Baptist, the men who held the keys 
of the Priesthood and who received it 
from the Son of God Himself. There- 
fore the responsibility that we are under 
has not been placed upon us by man; it 
has come to us from God; and when the 
head shall say to us, Do this, or that, 
We are under obligations to do it. We 
are under obligations to see that there is 
no stagnation in our part of the body; 
that there is no negligence. in the pay- | 
ment of tithes or in the keeping of any 
of the commandments in our Stake or 

ard or association. It is my duty at 

e head of any association, ward or 
Stake to see that the people are doing 

their d It they are entirely vegli- 
gent to e teachings of God that come 
to us through His mouthpiece, I want 
to tell you, my brethren and sisters, that 
those who stand at the head of these or- 
ganizations will come under condemna- 
tion. The Presidency, the Twelve, or the 


Seventy cannot be in all the wards: but 


there are men placed there with equal 
responsibility in their callings, and they | 
have to discharge these duties or the 
Lord will not hold them guiltless. He 
will not excuse them if they do not labor 
diligently and delve into the dark corners 
and see there are no cobwebs in 
their Stake or ward, but that everything 
is working as it should do; that there 
is no clog in the machinery of this great 
body of Christ, but that each is doing his 
part. If we will do this we will gain sal- 
vation and we will enter into the pres- 
ence of God and hear the welcome plaud- 
it, Well done, thou good and ful 
servant.” If we do not, we cannot ex- 
pect, because the Priesthood has been 
conferred upon us, that we will inherit 
the celestial kingdom of. ouf God. The 
Lord will not reward the drone nor the 


slothful. He will not reward the unjust 


steward, the one who has not taken ad- 
vantage of the opportunities God has 
placed within his grasp. If our talents 
are great, we have that much more n 
to use them than those who are not sv 
greatly b 

Before taking my seat there is another 
matter that occurs to me which I wish 
to speak upon. I have noticed that there 
is a spirit creeping in 
of the Latter-day 


| has come to think as the Gentile world 


eed | And roughly dealt With neighbor vines and 


not of God, but of the world. It has 
been popular, ever since Mormonism was 
established, to have large families; for 
we understand that there are hundreds 
of thousands of spirits in the other world 
anxious to be tabernacled by good fathers 
and mothers, that they may pass through. 
the state of probation. But there is a 
certain class of Latter-day Saints that 


does—that it is not stylish, not nice to 
have large families; and therefore we 
find, much to our sorrow, that in some 
instances steps are taken to prevent 
these spirits being tabernacled by them. 
I want to say that every Latter-day 
Saint ought to feel that they are not 
justified before God their Father in pur; 
suing a course of this kind. We want, 
so far ab God will favor us, the privilege 
‘and blessing of posterity. And those who 
employ meang to prevent this will find 
in the spirit world that they have lost 
the stars in their crown and have shut 
out a means of exaltation; that they have 
done a grievous wrong which they may 
not be able to repair for many ages, if 
at all. Those who fought the system of 
plural marriage in years gone by were 
people who were, as a rule, opposed to 
the large families of the Latter-day 
Saints, and took steps themselves to pre- 
vent spirits coming to them to be taber- 
nacled, in some cases going so far as to 
be guilty of murdering the unborn inno- 
cents. Upon such the curse of God will 
rest. I greatly desire that the practice 
shall not creep in among the Latter-day 
Saints. I have prayed that the Spirit 
of this subject might be given to some 
of the older members of this quorum, or 
to the Presidency, that they might dwell 
upon it, because I know, from what I 
have heard from reliable sources, that 
| this spirit which I have spoken of is in 
a slight degree at any rate creeping in 
among the Latter-day Saints. Thank 
God for posterity. Thank God for the 
large families of the. Latter-day Saints. 

I wish that we had millions more of them 
today, and that the world were full of 
this class ‘of people, who fear God iand 
who desire to serve Him and keep His 
commandments, and whose sons. and 
daughters are reared in the principles of 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my Heavenly Father for the 
testimony which He has given me that 
this is His work, that President Snow is 
a Prophet of the true and living God, 
that God is with him, that He has in- 

spired Hand that the changes 
which are -being brought about in 
our financial conditions are due to the 
revelations of God through His Prophet. 
May God help us to be faithful, to be 
loyal. May He give us His Spirit, that 
we may not get into the dark, that we 
may not lose the Spirit of the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus. Let us stand up to the 
and do our. Pnetbility 

placed upon is discharged, that 
we may eater ‘into presence 
of God our Father, share 
the reward of the laborer ‘nd those who 
have been valiant for the testimony of 
Jesus, and receive eternal lifé. I ask it 
through Christ, our Redeemer. Auen. 


BRIEF AUTHORITY. 


puffed Py p by a sudden shower, 
ver’s power, 


A dee 
Imagined tha 


trees— 
His — friends, that he had Aoved to 
To thems he used to sing — of of —. 
r doors hig w ways; 
a 4 jooked falling to — 
too or m recognise. 
so it is with when 


History of the Southern States Mission. 


(Continued from ‘page 317.) 

April, 1899.—The holding of confer- 
ences was continued in this month—the 
first to meet being that of South Carolina, 
at Charleston, on the 5th and 6th. This 
Conference was a success, the people of 
the city treating the Elders with kind- 
ness, and the newspapers acting very 
kindly towards the cause of truth. 

As is usual when the North Carolina 
Conference convenes, large numbers of 
people attended the meetings. Much 
good counsel was given to the Hiders at 
that Conference, which met at Radford’s 
Cross Roads, Wayne county, North Car- 
olina, on the Sth and 9th insts. The gift 
of speaking in tongues and the interpreta- 
tion of tongues was enjoyed in counsel 
meeting, and, a time long to be remem- 
bered and never to be forgotten was the 
happy result of the association. 

At Junction Branch, Metcalf county, 
Kentucky, ‘the Kentucky Conference as- 
sembled on the 14th and 15th. The El- 
ders were all in the enjoyment of health 
and the good Spirit of the Lord, and as a 
consequence they rejoiced in the glorious 
work of “Latter Days.” The meetings 
were a success, and all passed off smooth- 
ly, free from molestation or disturbance. 
A company of thirty-six Elders arrived 
on the 17th, and reported for missionary 
appointments. They were counseled in 
all things pertaining to ministerial work 
and’ conduct. The names of this large 
company are as follows: George William 
Perkins, Edward Leavitt, Joseph H. 
Lewis, David and Thomas Chamberlain, 
Charles G. Larson, Arthur 8. Wood, Da- 
vid B. Wilson, Edward G. Samuelson, 
Henry H. Gibby, Walter G. Coleman, 
Eli M. Lee, Hugh Roberts, Ezra Baird, 
Walter G. Waldron, R. W. Smith, Par- 
ley M. Griggs, Jr., Allen Taylor, Jr., S. 
W. Nelson, John F. Lazenby, Jr., Robert 
A. Paxton, Richard S. Stevenson, John 
F. Hamilton, John J. Shumway, Frank 
N. Bleak, R. R. and Charles R. ord 
pherys, J ohn A: me gg, John G. Bol- 
ton, John W. Hamilton, D. Stratton, 
James M. Godfrey, David Hopkins, John 
T. Horne, Alfred G. Keetch, Jr., and 
Sydney D. Dibble. . 

The East Kentucky Conference was 
held on the 17th and 18th, at London, 
Ky. The Spirit of God shed a _ ray of 
light and gladness over the whole prv- 
ceedings, and the HDiders received a rich 
spiritual feast, departing for their vari- 
ous fields of labor with renewed energy 
and increased determination. 

A second company of Eiders arrived on 
the 24th, to assist in publishing the Gos- 
pel of peace and giad tidings to the peo- 
ple of the South. The company consisted 
of twenty-three Elders,:as follows: Lu- 
cius N. Marsden, Orson P. Washburn, 
J. Spencer Worsley, Clarence H. Crowley, 
Francis Neilson, Heber W. Bowdon, Wm. 
P. Jacobs, Adam Fletcher, John D. Mor- 
rill, Henry Taggart, Joseph S. Anderson, 
Silas J. Ward, Thomas H. Bell, George 
Q. Taylor, Henry P. Bronson, Peter E. 
Van Orden, Hyrum E. Davies, Alfred B. 
H. Cardwell, Joseph H. Moss, Parley 
Nelson, J ohn Kingdom, Richard A. _ 
bot and Walter F. Ostler. 

The last Conference to be held was at 
Aberdeen, Miss., on the 29th and 30th, 
with the Elders of the North Alabama 
Conference. A most liberal spirit pre- 
vailed among the people of that city, and, 
as a consequence, an ideal meeting was 
held. 

The month closed with some of the El- 
ders quite sick in the Gulf States. 


Saints which is 


(To be continued.) 
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